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Administrative Office
Red Mill County Park

Open: 7am-12pm-12:30pm-5pm
Monday - Thursday

0185 S. Holmesville Rd.
LaPorte, IN 46350

219-325-8315
Fax 219-325-8317

E-Mail lcparks@csinet.net
rangerjeremy@csinet.net

www.laportecountyparks.org

Naturalist Office
Luhr County Park
3178 S. 150 West
LaPorte, IN 46350

219-324-5855
E-Mail natureniki@csinet.net

rangerlaura@csinet.net
www.laportecountyparks.org

Luhr Park Maintenance
Facility

219-326-0524

Creek Ridge County Park
7943 W. 400 North

Michigan City, IN 46360

Bluhm County Park
3855 S. 1100 West
Westville, IN 46391

Foundation Properties:
(undeveloped)

Kankakee Property
Kankakee Township

Sebert Property
Springfield Township

George R. Menkes
Nature Preserve
Galena Township

Naturally
Speaking

There are a Lot of Things Happening in Your County Parks!

One just needs to visit our facebook or web page or look at the
newspaper weekly to see many of the programs and events going
on at your LaPorte County Parks.  But many times it is the things
going on behind the scenes that get the parks ready for you before
your visit.  Much of the parks visitation is on the weekend but most
of the work that gets it ready for those visitors is done during the
week before they arrive.  Our small staff has been working hard
this summer to keep the parks looking good and ready for use.
Some projects take nearly our entire staff to complete and others
can be done by one person.  No matter the difficulty of the task,
our staff has been completing projects like painting the Canada
Lodge at Red Mill, removing storm debris from last years’ storm at
Luhr, clearing back brush on trails, putting on educational
programming, mowing, cleaning facilities or even keeping all the
rentals straight.  We also have contractors doing things such as
removing invasive species at Bluhm, repairing concrete and
blacktop, removing hazardous trees and much more. Many of
these projects or tasks go unnoticed by the everyday visitor, which
is a good thing, but they are what makes our parks places that
people in our community want to visit.  Next time you are at a park
and see one of our staff members out and about, thank them for
making our parks what they are!  They work hard to get them
ready for you!!

Submitted by: Jeremy Sobecki,
Park Superintendent

The Administrative offices and Pat Smith Hall, located at 0185 S.
Holmesville Rd., LaPorte, is sporting a new coat of paint. Pat Smith
Hall is a rental facility. Visit www.laportecountyparks.org for more
information.



LaPorte County Parks Staff

Jeremy Sobecki- Superintendent
Jean Lawson-Office & Finance Manager

Niki Schmutte- Chief Naturalist
Laura Moyer- Rec. and Ed. Programmer
Jim Jackson- Maintenance Supervisor
Boyd Lomow- Maintenance Technician

Barb Janeczko- Maintenance Technician

Seasonal Staff / Part-time

Jim Simon- Naturalist Assistant
Joanne Janisch- Naturalist Assistant

Sharon Bonner- Office
Jimmie Tanner- Maintenance
Madison Kutch- Maintenance

Gene Davis- Maintenance
Kendra Job- Maintenance

Miranda Steele- Maintenance
Ken Havlin- Gate Keeper
Al Radke- Gate Keeper

Park Board

Kate Ardissono- President
Ronald Knickrehm- Vice President

Hugh Tonagel
Erin Lozano
Doug Waters
Jim Holifield
Brian Root

Foundation Board
Jim Jessup- President

Stephanie Oberlie- Treasurer
Sandy Menne

Bill Hedge
Steve King

Liz Kaminski
Ed Merrion
Tom Thode
Amy Riehle

County Commissioners
David Decker
Vidya Kora

Mike Bohacek

County Council Members
Jeff Santana

Matt Bernacchi
Randall Novak
Mark Yagelski
Terry Garner
Lois Sosinski
Cary Kirkham

Luhr Park
Nature Center Hours

Open
March - October

Tuesday - Thursday
and

Saturday - Sunday
1:00 pm to 4:00 pm

As summer ends and fall begins, the days get shorter
and there is not enough light for a tree to produce photo-
synthesis. They begin to shut down their food-making
factories and live off stored food. The green chlorophyll
disappears from the leaves.  As the bright green fades
away, we begin to see yellow, orange, and red colors.
Small amounts of these colors have been in the leaves
all along. We just can't see them in the summer, because
they are covered up by the green chlorophyll.

Certain colors are characteristic of particular trees.

Changing Colors

Oaks
Red or Brown

Hickories
Golden bronze

Dogwoods
Purplish Red

Tulip Poplars
Yellow

Sugar Maples
Orange / Red



Stroller, Baby,
and You

Fun filled programs with other
toddlers and preschoolers.  Enjoy
music, dance with your kids,
giggle, and storytelling, take a hike
(weather permitting) and just have
plan ole fun.  FREE!

10:00 – 11:00 a.m. at
Luhr County Park
Toddlers – Pre-School age
Call at least one week in advance
to register at 219-325-8315

October 5
October 19 (come in costume)
November 30
December 7, 14

Senior Lifestyles
Join the 55+ Club, a social club designed specifically for adults ages 55
and older.  Learn and explore various types of nature at its best in the
county parks.  A social club sounds quite delightful!  Come relax, enjoy
nature, & have coffee on the Parks with your new friends.  FREE

Luhr County Park from 9:00 – 10:00 a.m.

Call at least one week in advance to register at 219-325-8315

September 2 - Medicare’s website is a powerful tool to learn about
Medicare. Even if you’re not on Medicare yet, becoming familiar with
navigating www.medicare.gov will enable you to make educated
decisions when you’re 65.  “handouts are available from Medicare and
the State Health Insurance Assistance Program (SHIP)

October 7 - Tips on Gardening; getting your garden ready
for winter -  by Sacha Burns, Sunkissed Organics

November 4 - De-Clutter Your Life.  Start the organizing
process and how to follow through. Check out some organizing products
and how to use them- by  productivity consultant Wendy Taddeucci.

Northern Indiana Walk for PKD

2-Mile Walk
 Saturday, September 19

 Check in 9 am   Walk 10 am

 Creek Ridge County Park

Programs - Programs - Programs

Night Hike

September 9

 7:15 - 8:15 pm

Luhr County Park

Meet in the Nature Center

All ages welcome

Children must be accompanied by
an adult. Come out to walk through
the park in the dark. This program
is free but pre-registration is
required one week before the hike.

Call 219-325-8315 to register.

For more information, please contact Walk Coordinator,
northernindianawalk@pkdcure.org

Polycystic Kidney Disease (PKD) affects thousands of Americans and
12.5 million children and adults, worldwide. There is no treatment or
cure, but there is hope.

Walk, form a team, help with the committee, volunteer and more!

Register online and take advantage of a host of effective and Free
online team features like emailing members, tracking team progress
and fundraising tools.  Contact the PKD Foundation for more
information on how you can help.  www.pkdcure.org.  Come join us.
www.walkforpkd.org/northernindiana



Mom and Son Dance

“Halloween Style”
October 30

6:30 – 8:30 pm
$15 per couple, $5 for each additional son

Come out to Red Mill County Park to enjoy an
evening of friendly games, gross & disgusting
treasures, night hike, light refreshments and much
more.  Kids costume contest.  Hurry this will fill up
fast! Pre-registration required by October 22 or
until full, whichever comes first.  See page 5.

Poochapalooza

Halloween Dog
Social

October 6 at 5:45 pm

Creek Ridge County
Park
Dress up your dog
and join us at Creek
Ridge County Park –
No leash Bark Park
for our Halloween
Dog Social!

Judging categories will be best
homemade costume, scariest,
best owner/pet combination and
many more.

FREE - Call 219-325-8315 to
register at least one week in
advance. Min 5 dogs

Programs - Programs - Programs
Pioneer Days

September 26 & 27
10 am - 5 pm
Creek Ridge County Park
$2 for Adults
$1 Child or Seniors

Step into the past, visit with
historically clad re-enactors and
vendors.  Bring the whole family
and experience outdoor

cooking, crafts,
candle dipping,
wagon rides, food,
and much more.
No pre-registration
required

Parent and Child
Discovery Days

6-7:15 pm
Luhr County Park
Ages 3-8

$5.00 A Child / Per Program
An adult is required to participate.

Sept. 16- Look at that beak.
Oct. 7- Lets talk tails
Oct. 21 - A spooky good time.
(Come in Costume)
Nov. 4- Blowing in the wind.
Dec. 9- Knock on wood.

Pre-registration and payment is
required one week before each
program. See page 5

Teachers
Groups

Scout Leaders

Free Environmental
Education Programs are
offered to groups
throughout the year.  The
programs last one hour or
longer depending on the
group size and age.  Pro-
grams can be scheduled
at Creek Ridge Park,
Luhr Park, Bluhm Park or
Red Mill Park.  Call the
Nature Center at
324-5855 for information
or to make reservations.



Parent/ Child Discovery Days (Ages 3-8)
Wednesday nights 6:00-7:15pm at Luhr County Park

Registration due one week before program.

Name of child:_____________________________

Age:_______________

Check the program(s) you wish to attend.
$5 per program / per child.

____Sept. 16 ____Oct. 7       ____Oct. 21

____Nov. 4 ____Dec. 9

__________Total Amount Due (no refunds)

LaPorte County Park Programs
Mail this form with payment or pay in person at

Red Mill County Park.  219-325-8315
www.laportecountyparks.org   Please Print

Name of Person filling out registration:____________________________________________________

Address:________________________________________City:_____________State:_____Zip:___________

Home Phone:______________ Cell  Phone:__________________Email:__________________________

No registrations will be accepted after the due date
or when the program is filled whichever comes first.
If you are interested in a program, avoid disappoint-

ment and sign up right away. Space is limited for
most programs, and registration is first-come, first-

served. Also, most programs require a minimum
number of participants. So, failure to sign up early

may mean your program will be cancelled.

Make Checks Payable to:
LaPorte County Parks Dept.

Mail form and payment to:
LaPorte County Parks Dept.

Program Registration
0185 South Holmesville Road

LaPorte, IN 46350

Registration Information

Mom / Son Dance
“Halloween Style”

 October 30 6:30 – 8:30 pm at Red Mill
$15 per couple and $5 for each additional Son
Registration is due on or before October 22 or
until the program is full whichever comes first.

Name of
Adult Female:__________________________________

Name of
Son:____________________________________________

Son’s Age:__________

Name of additional
Sons:__________________________

________________________________________________

Additional Son’s
Age______________________________

__________Total Amount Due (no refunds)

This Program
 is Full

Sorry!(Full)



LaPorte County Parks
Administrative Office
Red Mill County Park
0185 S. Holmesville Rd.
LaPorte, IN 46350

Regulations of the U.S. Department of Interior strictly prohibit unlawful discrimination in
departmental programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, or disability.
Any person who believes he or she has been discriminated against in any program,
activity, or facility; or who desires further information regarding Title VI or subtitle A of
title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, Pub. L. 101-336, which prohibits
discrimination on the basis of disability by public entities should write to:

LaPorte County Parks  National Park Service
Attn: Superintendent Attn.: Director Equal
0185 S. Holmesville Rd. Opportunity Program
LaPorte, IN 46350 P.O. Box 37127

Washington, D.C.
20013-7127

Receive this newsletter by email

To receive this newsletter by email send us a message at
natureniki@csinet.net.  Please include Naturally Speaking in your subject.
In the message please include your full name and email address you would
like to receive the newsletter at.

All the Parks are
Open 7am to
sunset daily.

Visit our website for more
park information:

www.laportecountyparks.org


